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LOOKING FOR A CD ALTERNATIVE?
6 Year Fixed Annuity

6 Year Term

5.00%
$5000 Minimum 

Tax Deferred
 Surrender Charge (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%, Yr3-4%

Yr4-3%, Yr5-2%, Yr6-1%)
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1

Park 2 Annuity
2 Year Term

4.50%
$1000 Minimum

Tax Deferred
Surrender Charges (Yr1-6%, Yr2-5%)

10% Free Withdrawal per Year
Form Nos. AA-09, ASQ-1, 12012010
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UNIONUNION

Michael J. Ricci, CRPC
P.O. Box 100, Olyphant, PA 18447

800-324-2890

Plans provide full withdrawl at the end of the stated term.
Rates are subject to change. Annuity contracts issued by First Catholic 
Slovak Union, a fraternal benefit society founded in Cleveland, OH in 
1890. Not available in all states. Not FDIC or NCUSIF Insured. 

Papal Intention for July 2024
For Pastoral Care of the Sick ––

We pray that the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
confers to those who receive it, and their loved ones,

the power of the Lord and become ever more 
a visible sign of compassion and hope for all.

Apostleship of Prayer

It is not uncommon for new 
or unfamiliar faces to fill our 
pews during the summer months, 
especially in some of our rural 
parishes that welcome snowbirds 
or summer vacationers. 

Sometimes, the cantor, lector, 
or even the priest will invite us 
to turn and greet our neighbors 
in the pews. This invitation often 
stretches us beyond our comfort 
zones to an act of hospitality and 
community.

The call to welcome the 
stranger is deeply rooted in 
Catholic teaching and scripture. 

In Matthew 25:35, Jesus says, 
“For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me.” 

This  mandate  i s  c lear : 
Christians are to show hospitality 
and love to all, especially to those 
who are foreign or marginalized. 
Let’s remember, there is joy in 

welcoming the stranger, for in 
doing so, we welcome Christ 
himself.

Beyond snowbirds, summer 
vacationers, and visiting family 
and friends, you will likely see 
another unfamiliar face at your 
parish this summer. If you haven’t 
already met the missionary hosted 
by your parish for the Missionary 
Cooperative Plan, you will soon! 

Between May and August, 
dozens of lay and religious 
missionaries from around the 
world will be visiting each of our 
parishes to share firsthand accounts 
of their work in diverse and often 
challenging environments.

The Missionary Cooperative 
Plan (MCP) of the Pontifical 
Mis s ion  Soc ie t i e s  i nv i t e s 
missionary organizations to 
share their experiences and 
needs directly with our parishes, 
creating a personal and impactful 
connection between the local 
faithful and the universal Church. 
These visits are an opportunity 
for missionaries to raise essential 

funds and bring the mission field 
to life for parishioners. 

The funds collected through 
MCP appeals support education, 
healthcare, and social services in 
some of the poorest regions of the 
world. Our MCP missionaries not 
only address these material needs 
of the poor but also bring spiritual 
nourishment and the hope of the 
Gospel. 

This evangelization effort 
is not merely about increasing 
numbers but about sharing the 
profound message of Christ’s love 
and salvation.

F r o m  Vi e t n a m  t o  t h e 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
the witness of these missionaries 
offers us a glimpse into the daily 
realities and spiritual richness of 
missionary work. By participating 
in the MCP, our parishes in the 
Diocese of Scranton have become 
active partners in the Church’s 
global mission. 

Supporting missions and 
welcoming strangers are not just 
acts of charity. They are essential 
components of living out the 
Gospel. These efforts remind us 
that we are all part of one human 
family, called to love and support 
one another as brothers and sisters 
in Christ.
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