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'Rejoice! The Lord is Near!' 

Bishop Bambera's Reflection for the Third 
Sunday of Advent 

 

  

 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness 
should be known to all. The Lord is near.” 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFwrwtLD2cqgzU_FKmAWjaW-STV2DnuZL20GQASZworMKPGOISdFcoGb-ppw7m6LekqYhREbEdSdb-tnqKXVwqAu35cHsCu4nSsMSkpleP0lbDpNg9I9lFJil66xE4BLytajzTUAcF7RMBoDHKi13zZ2w==&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


  
Saint Paul’s words from his letter to the Philippians sum up the theme of 
the Third Sunday of Advent. This Sunday is also known as Gaudete Sunday, 
Latin for Sunday of Rejoicing because the Lord is near. The rose-colored 
candle on the advent wreath also represents this theme.  
 
 

As Bishop Bambera explains in his video reflection for the Third Sunday of 
Advent, the liturgy of this weekend tells us that we are not a people without 
hope. Instead, we are encouraged to rejoice that God is as near to us as the 
person standing by our side.   

 

Click Here to Watch Bishop Bambera's Video Reflection for the Third 
Week of Advent  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Amid Christmas and Jubilee 
preparations, prepare your hearts, Pope 

Francis says 

  

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFwrwtLD2cqgzU_FKmAWjaW-STV2DnuZL20GQASZworMKPGOISdFcoGb-ppw7m6LekqYhREbEdSdb-tnqKXVwqAu35cHsCu4nSsMSkpleP0lbDpNg9I9lFJil66xE4BLytajzTUAcF7RMBoDHKi13zZ2w==&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFwrwtLD2cqgzU_FKmAWjaW-STV2DnuZL20GQASZworMKPGOISdFcoGb-ppw7m6LekqYhREbEdSdb-tnqKXVwqAu35cHsCu4nSsMSkpleP0lbDpNg9I9lFJil66xE4BLytajzTUAcF7RMBoDHKi13zZ2w==&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


With the city of Rome presenting a gauntlet of major roadworks and 
construction projects ahead of the opening of the Holy Year 2025, Pope 
Francis used the disruptions as an opportunity to encourage people to do 
some spiritual renovation before the jubilee. 
 

On a cloudy afternoon with the threat of rain Dec. 8, the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, Pope Francis went to the center of Rome to 
continue the tradition of praying before a statue of Mary high atop a 
column near the Spanish Steps. 
 

At dawn that morning, Rome firefighters climbed nearly 90 feet using a 
truck and ladder to place a ring of white flowers on Mary’s outstretched 
arm and bouquets at her feet, continuing a Roman tradition that began in 
1949. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

You are invited to participate in Advent 
Evening Prayer this Sunday, Dec. 15 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFw09Zr6liJynmlJUDdaLiaHc5ia3lmzbx52psQfJqkRcJbZ2DYQK0kKe6wXpH_syhJmIdl7IDgHYi7pnmgQ8ugHWd0YCSybEEDO183jSaP1Q9-_EyDWj2kCl6cskTZx_6vkpP_7rMFW50CZp_1KMQtJb2qtssXkzpCKC9R3S50oQX5VVtjykmF2_cKW8jhq756Oo7FWkLD3fGMDUJTxYOscIi6tR7-OBVvY1GzjfQ9Nvei9TwWJA2hth08gx4yEa_7&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


  

During the Advent Season, the Cathedral of Saint Peter will once again be 
offering Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each Sunday during Advent 
following the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  
 

Advent Evening Prayer and Benediction will be celebrated at 6:15 p.m. 
 

In order to help all faithful, especially those who cannot attend Mass in 
person, celebrate the coming of Christ, Catholic Television will be 
broadcasting both the 5 p.m. Mass and Evening Prayer each Sunday.  
 

We invite you to join us either in person at the Cathedral or via Catholic 
Television this Sunday, Dec. 15, for Advent Evening Prayer on the Third 
Sunday of Advent. 

 

 

Feast of St. Nicholas celebrated at Saint 
Nicholas/Saint Mary School 



  

On the morning of December 6, there was a special excitement in the air at 
Saint Nicholas/Saint Mary School in Wilkes-Barre. 
 

For many years, that particular day on the calendar has been among the 
most highly anticipated by students of all ages. 
 

The reason? 
 

Each year, Saint Nicholas visits their school – going to each classroom – 
and leaving candy and treats behind for each student. 
 

Click the link below (or the thumbnail above) to view a video from CTV: 
Catholic Television focusing on the Saint Nicholas Feast Day celebration 
at Saint Nicholas/Saint Mary School. 

Click Here to Watch a Video from Catholic Television from the Saint 
Nicholas/Saint Mary School in Wilkes-Barre  

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFwPY_GDogfA9E2o_QP3egUCzBo3imCp13PjUunMibMDHLzc1keK1fwSRKtHtOuA0wRRO3Xll9116vSdPt8gO5JzFMmuFDo33PMu1YNxz451Bir3BEToC2Hnb_2iT1J9-sLbTeWk2akoOLRtjf55Txf-g==&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFwPY_GDogfA9E2o_QP3egUCzBo3imCp13PjUunMibMDHLzc1keK1fwSRKtHtOuA0wRRO3Xll9116vSdPt8gO5JzFMmuFDo33PMu1YNxz451Bir3BEToC2Hnb_2iT1J9-sLbTeWk2akoOLRtjf55Txf-g==&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFwPY_GDogfA9E2o_QP3egUCzBo3imCp13PjUunMibMDHLzc1keK1fwSRKtHtOuA0wRRO3Xll9116vSdPt8gO5JzFMmuFDo33PMu1YNxz451Bir3BEToC2Hnb_2iT1J9-sLbTeWk2akoOLRtjf55Txf-g==&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


New Catholic-Jewish resource looks to 
'translate hate' and counter antisemitism 

  

Catholic and Jewish leaders have created a new tool to tackle record-high 
levels of antisemitism through education and awareness. 
 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and the American Jewish 
Committee have teamed up to release “Translate Hate: The Catholic 
Edition,” a resource that confronts antisemitism by cataloging anti-Jewish 
slurs, while providing Catholic teaching that counters such hatred. 
 

The document was unveiled Dec. 11 by Bishop Joseph C. Bambera of 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs, and Rabbi Noam Marans, the AJC’s 
director of interreligious affairs. 
 



The 61-page glossary of antisemitic terms and commentary, available in 
pdf format on the AJC’s website, builds on the AJC’s “Translate Hate” 
initiative, which was first released in 2019, said Rabbi Marans in a Dec. 10 
interview with OSV News. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

 

With inaugural Mass, Notre Dame, the 
Lord reveals 'He does not abandon his 

own' 
 

  

 

Chilling rain and the “City of Lights” completely locked down due to high 
profile guests did not stop the crowds from arriving as close to Notre 
Dame Cathedral as possible for its inaugural Mass celebrated Dec. 8. The 
beloved Paris icon also opened its doors to the public for the first time 
after the devastating fire in 2019, with the second Mass that Sunday for 
Parisians and tourists. 
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFw_XQzcX1eIIi0-nHBP9GhASv3S6DPqf60UN0t6nDHx3Y2D6eTufVdIpCoRblNl4OTAggjalM4MpKDes1_qEvDtPkw1O6NNG6_RyL9QTfUXV1a2CTJxHB76UaDSRLeacWrfquwDCpphLGYVu5lk92dzsY-ac-AMw_GXLArLTqo1z80iqMLUm5oW0AZ6ZbcaJbR5dgA0Jdzh2ntixc6OECziAji4S1c-pfnVS-Ek1x0evwf23KN15cCy_IhHFurqeRMFOq2PvPPMrk=&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


The first solemn Mass witnessed the consecration of the cathedral’s new 
bronze altar by Archbishop Laurent Ulrich of Paris, with France’s 
president and his wife watching in the first row. 
 

After a spectacular evening reopening ceremony Dec. 7, the cathedral was 
illuminated by daylight this time, when the procession of 170 bishops 
entered Notre Dame Sunday morning, followed by more than 100 banner 
bearers representing all of Paris’ parishes, and seven priest 
representatives of the various Eastern Catholic churches. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

‘Long live Notre Dame de Paris!’ 
Jubilation as iconic Catholic cathedral 

reopens 
 

  

The solemn reopening of Notre Dame Cathedral put Paris in the center of 
the Catholic world on the evening of Dec. 7 as the archbishop of France’s 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFw4oqkHGsUhNX3p03x7okq3xAglABJSHv_YTsT0pkD2W7H-5kZAed9LXdEcgKlRtsC4zNm9FvSOplxvmtk44MXWMQJxbqDSz3UVqS1vg2URH21F3Cnhe9Cjyp38ouyHAjScKplktpuc7MWrcOi5qSxDFPA288YjE_1kUKDH9h8WcYSHhcGXeNzbBJpmRYl99C6DlTXUX3dqPPQFxhJQ4IlJq4urb26UFoyr1dFXpyxlSDv9CESkJ6IRjIOLYTSV_3-&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


capital struck the magnificent door with his pastoral staff, marking the 
moment of the iconic Catholic church’s rebirth. 
 

The Gothic masterpiece answered with music as Archbishop Laurent 
Ulrich struck the cathedral’s doors three times – with the moment of door 
opening causing millions to hold their breath as the cathedral started 
breathing anew. 
 

“Today, sadness and mourning have given way to joy, celebration and 
praise,” Pope Francis wrote to the archbishop of Paris — a message read in 
Notre Dame by the papal ambassador to France, Archbishop Celestino 
Migliore. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

New cardinals from 17 nations are called 
to build church unity, pope says 

 

  

 

Becoming a cardinal is an insistent call to put Jesus at the center of one’s 
life, to love the poor as he did and to strengthen the bonds of unity within 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFwhNdSbODgGslxb-t4m77CS0kJsw42u7j-UtseHdVV7NXu8WlaVAoZqCzcPy7Kx-dynf2tyI6ETT3SSjA7LeSUwWvd3_6IXOUE8iLQy892fKpymFBeUu9DeU5SxPYVY8grn65tkwDMDqbJDPf32rMgsgVK_y1Lu7OIE7u902ARdQnyNfpC8FlGNeVMAum4lhq0PEOM0ldSzSz2FcxZbcixiFOlonzW-MExe0OQSRhRgCA7cFEN5vZ94ZuXW3dqqQ7IUmgKAwz_IqY=&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


the Catholic Church, Pope Francis said as he created 21 new cardinals 
from 17 nations. 
 

“To walk in the path of Jesus means, in the end, to be builders of 
communion and unity,” the pope told the new cardinals during an 
afternoon consistory Dec. 7 in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
 

Cardinal Angelo Acerbi, a 99-year-old former Vatican diplomat, was the 
first to receive his red hat from Pope Francis. And Cardinal Domenico 
Battaglia of Naples, whom Pope Francis added to the list of new cardinals 
in November — a month after announcing the others — was the last. 
 

Cardinal Francis Leo of Toronto was the only North American among the 
new cardinals. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

Support the 2024 Catholic Ministries 
Appeal! 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLMecKHENBDFwRZzATitNQT-KrqotFrPiEjIytdf5Vt7uSs1cWGPceJOjwjOt3e3xqrF3v6xNicWfvvG3Nn8u0db7LM6pZpotV9r1yR0BAhtRQPbhiYaLRLKwliDPqRON1CAQNblLe5UFTqng8pwsqmdAPogi58rbTTUcz8yiQfR0dvhSh-SpGy08igx851sneeLaqeCAVmZ7ylZgdxw2ILcHUIplx9nhJYWvhtRxPV3Hwc50TGCvaE-U4NsFlny6389WL0BuGxws&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


  

 

Click Here to Answer 'Our Call to Serve' Today!  
 

 

 

 

 

   

Follow us on Social Media...  
 

         
 

Diocese of Scranton 

300 Wyoming Avenue,  
Scranton, PA 18503-1279 

(570) 207-2238 

www.dioceseofscranton.org 
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https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLIK3_lOtcn6jDr6MM9TykRu6ff2-QbEa0gfkucXyoiwL8wwAPEJPOeEEv4zxiF-Fyy08cx2_9JEh5cr9rU8FVxAwa8ryXKzz_vcbKYaIpC5musO-p9YJHbaBDI4sF4lDEg==&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLF-QGVci6SyyDbRVpvzzO1QFJYfe3DPTeWnyoQdPWfdRe8gJquPxT0jgeraBz3_kLy2sI6bWhP_cSVrG7Hrhw7jRaGm5vZ0LhAzxOcUGY_QL&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLPCKREcCQ4LukfIfFFYAbW2lYLQp5D4DM_ZUSh8JFe1pxLZMMX5fsIoWoeTWY-KTSlGrr91sgdz1Qy309La_iABfghFRq0k3--FM9qkyl3S4baWOlYYWJ_pVS2dFKR5bag==&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012o57AOCsQDMsLmVq3_Jv4XqheQxSmp_upfhH2-WJvDkHHx4B0RsrLPCKREcCQ4LujvpkOMS5vRZ0p9SJBd465-tymDcJxBDmtPFU3TUAdSq9yvlam2lnYWxEM3JPpyZ_3jqo1ezouOm4ECi3drMH57i5DxjIImeaGqIPbBRyPRw=&c=2-LMBrUJP94kB6u0Z_ARPIuZrfJ4QNUPAGeVNSVJqCRZlGHup0QDSg==&ch=aS3ig_-qVutZVmfBhJ73NVDrIg9273MgrwIRBMQXam0brmamivT2dQ==


 


