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Preparing the Way of the 
Lord 

Bishop Bambera's Reflection for the Second 
Sunday of Advent 

 

  

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BFP9e8e3l5iZOBABgzUTvWoAFfpkHeSEerhsTweTU1M3zMKio6zHCsac3CDC566D5UmpKRABBNDoNDQ88hNrTc7_B8YXN6jJaG18KVlrIU_0x52oaa4_09MLhPJd9Ez6AyrCpxnffna9Fp7PasCjXBtWroPmr-fWgQpJlP0YBE-o4zZQo4cb_14B6QdCTfGH2zhFlK29ppdLNyP16CLNEw==&c=N2XH-LjKyqTe9VBTskg6l6qf49-V6H8kZVEdCsynTVmQUFdkHn-zLA==&ch=fczt0x-TJz5AYV4SaqklaH8b5jljSNtZiAW8ZDUEmGvO6O_JiGFHpg==


During his video reflection for the Second Week of Advent, Bishop 
Bambera focuses on preparing the Way of the Lord. 
 

In the gospel of Luke, Saint John the Baptist is portrayed as the voice of one 
in the desert crying out, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths.”  
 

Hearing his challenge, Bishop Bambera reflects on ways that we might 
prepare the way of the Lord, and how we make straight his paths. 

 

Click Here to Watch Bishop Bambera's Video Reflection for the Second 
Week of Advent  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Lighten burdens by making room for 
the Lord, Pope Francis says on First 

Sunday of Advent 

  

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BFP9e8e3l5iZOBABgzUTvWoAFfpkHeSEerhsTweTU1M3zMKio6zHCsac3CDC566D5UmpKRABBNDoNDQ88hNrTc7_B8YXN6jJaG18KVlrIU_0x52oaa4_09MLhPJd9Ez6AyrCpxnffna9Fp7PasCjXBtWroPmr-fWgQpJlP0YBE-o4zZQo4cb_14B6QdCTfGH2zhFlK29ppdLNyP16CLNEw==&c=N2XH-LjKyqTe9VBTskg6l6qf49-V6H8kZVEdCsynTVmQUFdkHn-zLA==&ch=fczt0x-TJz5AYV4SaqklaH8b5jljSNtZiAW8ZDUEmGvO6O_JiGFHpg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BFP9e8e3l5iZOBABgzUTvWoAFfpkHeSEerhsTweTU1M3zMKio6zHCsac3CDC566D5UmpKRABBNDoNDQ88hNrTc7_B8YXN6jJaG18KVlrIU_0x52oaa4_09MLhPJd9Ez6AyrCpxnffna9Fp7PasCjXBtWroPmr-fWgQpJlP0YBE-o4zZQo4cb_14B6QdCTfGH2zhFlK29ppdLNyP16CLNEw==&c=N2XH-LjKyqTe9VBTskg6l6qf49-V6H8kZVEdCsynTVmQUFdkHn-zLA==&ch=fczt0x-TJz5AYV4SaqklaH8b5jljSNtZiAW8ZDUEmGvO6O_JiGFHpg==


Despite the problems and worries in the world, Jesus invites Christians to 
look toward heaven, trust in his saving love and make room for him in 
order to find hope again, Pope Francis said. 
 

“Sadness is awful,” he told visitors gathered in St. Peter’s Square for the 
Angelus Dec. 1, the first Sunday of Advent. 
 

“Indeed, it can happen that the anxiety, fears and worries about our 
personal lives or about what is happening in the world today weigh down 
on us like boulders and throw us into discouragement … and induce us to 
close in on ourselves,” he said. 
 

“Jesus’ invitation is this: raise your head high and keep your hearts light 
and awake,” he said, reflecting on the day’s Gospel reading from St. Luke, 
which speaks about “cosmic upheavals and anxiety and fear in humanity.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

You are invited to participate in Advent 

Evening Prayer this Sunday, Dec. 8 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BFP9e8e3l5iZOBABgzUTvWoAFfpkHeSEerhsTweTU1M3zMKio6zHCsac3CDC566Deye2V5rKnmsP4t_JHrTYDYzDbE6z59YzwvAORDvnCZ2fNfm76bWpB82jvpUdLXLgH5mB132sVopJJgSUfZBraHLTP-KXUvUBxOkGO8DwdtN5AwcLozyNSDWgFaP9e87c4t9IKKPjpDwpFuZnOZ72GUTTQ0onpOsRd2U8HSPbePsUaKYnJJmz1ASj-HxYayHdcMfG2LpSrEI8Jb3HWmpGpARi8BlAnJr6w87E_hn4xofcvhmmMa2BFOVNts-mTsyf7cNK7t7ZTq4=&c=N2XH-LjKyqTe9VBTskg6l6qf49-V6H8kZVEdCsynTVmQUFdkHn-zLA==&ch=fczt0x-TJz5AYV4SaqklaH8b5jljSNtZiAW8ZDUEmGvO6O_JiGFHpg==


  

During the Advent Season, the Cathedral of Saint Peter will once again be 
offering Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each Sunday during Advent 
following the 5:00 p.m. Mass.  
 

Advent Evening Prayer and Benediction will be celebrated at 6:15 p.m. 
 

In order to help all faithful, especially those who cannot attend Mass in 
person, celebrate the coming of Christ, Catholic Television will be 
broadcasting both the 5 p.m. Mass and Evening Prayer each Sunday.  
 

We invite you to join us either in person at the Cathedral or via Catholic 
Television this Sunday, Dec. 8, for Advent Evening Prayer on the Second 
Sunday of Advent. 

 

 

Hundreds of young adults attend 2024 
Diocesan Youth Rally 



  

At a time when young adults face an overwhelming amount of pressure – 
from academic expectations to social media comparisons – finding peace 
and purpose can seem daunting. The weight of these stressors can lead 
some teenagers to feeling lost or unsure of their path. 
 

On Nov. 23, 2024, young adults from parishes across the Diocese of 
Scranton learned the important roles that hope, faith, and trusting God 
play in navigating the complexities of modern life.  
 

Nearly 300 teenagers attended the second annual Diocesan Youth Rally at 
Holy Redeemer High School in Wilkes-Barre. The event offered students a 
day of praise and worship, confession, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass, and 
speakers who focused on ways of encountering Christ. 

Click Here to Watch a Video from Catholic Television from the 2024 
Diocesan Youth Rally  
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Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration to 
take place at Cathedral on Sunday 

  

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is of great importance for the entire 
Church, and is celebrated with great enthusiasm by our Hispanic brothers 
and sisters.  
 

It marks the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1531 to Juan Diego, 
a poor, humble, indigenous Mexican peasant who had recently converted 
to the Catholic faith. These miraculous events resulted in Our Lady of 
Guadalupe being recognized as “Patroness of the Americas.”  
 

Parishes around the Diocese of Scranton will be holding numerous 
celebrations over the coming days - including a special Mass this Sunday, 
Dec. 8, at 12:15 p.m. at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. 



 

The Mass, which will be celebrated by Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, is being 
planned by the Saint Teresa of Calcutta Parish community in South 
Scranton. 
 

Following the Mass, the parish will be hosting a Guadalupe festival at the 
Diocesan Pastoral Center. 
 

On the Feast Day itself, on Tuesday December 12, the parish will continue 
its celebration with a procession beginning at 3:30 a.m. at the Cathedral of 
Saint Peter, and concluding at 4:30 a.m. at Sacred Hearts Church on 
Prospect Avenue for morning prayers led by a mariachi band, followed by 
an early Mass at 6:30am.  
 

On this graphic below, you can find some addition celebrations taking 
place across the Diocese of Scranton. 



  

 

 

 



U.S. Basilicas, churches to ring bells at the 

moment Notre Dame Cathedral reopens 
 

  

 

As Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris officially reopens Dec. 7-8, bells will 
ring in churches an ocean away in the United States to celebrate the 
historic moment. 
 

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington has invited local churches to toll their bells Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. 
EST, when the two-day reopening ceremonies — led by Archbishop 
Laurent Ulrich of Paris, and attended by dozens of dignitaries, including 
France’s President Emmanuel Macron, U.S. first lady Jill Biden, and U.S. 
President-elect Donald Trump — will begin. 
 

Locally, churches including the Cathedral of Saint Peter in downtown 
Scranton, and the Basilica Shrine to Saint Ann in West Scranton, will be 
among the local churches ringing their bells this weekend to celebrate the 
official reopening of Notre Dame Cathedral. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BFP9e8e3l5iZOBABgzUTvWoAFfpkHeSEerhsTweTU1M3zMKio6zHCsac3CDC566D3MDvu0OIDGVKF7BQyG56Tw0jxIAQDuZTgyEuwXUdClX8e7BqAouFm-SvKtCUlzvWzjSf3e3Aw-1xgqIMRsO5vBFd2i0nFx_2f74TRum_FzLh3C18eTACaRbkWvxzu17HSaN7t2KaZA9psy7qDPkgU15hn_gB-rmcmhfxKKEQ7-8763MAJGWky3SQIur8cVWFycuhTXeNTqDMoClccE9mPtyoLDx5DMSsxK4b0yeGKl8UzdRgpKDnedvBAlRtkR2LMw5n6GdwRKQ=&c=N2XH-LjKyqTe9VBTskg6l6qf49-V6H8kZVEdCsynTVmQUFdkHn-zLA==&ch=fczt0x-TJz5AYV4SaqklaH8b5jljSNtZiAW8ZDUEmGvO6O_JiGFHpg==


 

 

 

Bishop Bambera announces clergy 

appointments 
 

  

This week, the Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, 
announced several clergy appointments. To view the latest clergy 
appointments, click on the link below. 

Click Here to View the Latest Clergy Appointments Announced on Dec. 
5, 2024  
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https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BFP9e8e3l5iZOBABgzUTvWoAFfpkHeSEerhsTweTU1M3zMKio6zHCsac3CDC566Dt7rQXmFB2dzRTkmTXTbfORzpQc0GIV95ddpo6OUDz3t2hobhUh8cTfbBtct_JDfC5RAAYyn6bAk0AinZi-vc4eJsuSq6zfaIo60a-0Id22lG0i0nAJwsSgYVivrB9MKX0ukbwJl0rFyVrFr9fTOTnAH5OD70NvalIlrBMjYrVNcELmqu0M-TollBPRMmkubcY0UyhTq_rziBuu8phQb1OYHMaOu1fic1&c=N2XH-LjKyqTe9VBTskg6l6qf49-V6H8kZVEdCsynTVmQUFdkHn-zLA==&ch=fczt0x-TJz5AYV4SaqklaH8b5jljSNtZiAW8ZDUEmGvO6O_JiGFHpg==


Pope Francis receives new all-electric 

Popemobile 
 

  

 

Pope Francis received a new, emission-free, all-electric popemobile from 
representatives of Mercedes-Benz, the German car manufacturer that has 
been supplying vehicles for the popes for nearly 100 years. 
 

“We are overjoyed to be able to fulfill the Holy Father’s wish for an electric 
popemobile and are particularly proud to be able to build the vehicle 
according to his requirements,” Britta Seeger, head of sales and marketing 
and member of the board of management of Mercedes-Benz Group AG, 
said in a press release Dec. 4. 
 

It is the first time the company has manufactured an all-electric 
popemobile and “this cooperation … is a valuable symbol of sustainable 
change together,” she said. 
 

The pope met with the representatives, which included engineers who led 
the project, in a courtyard at the Vatican. Ola Källenius, Mercedes-Benz 
CEO, presented the pope with the white and chrome key fob and showed 
him the vehicle’s interior. 



Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

Support the 2024 Catholic Ministries 
Appeal! 

  

 

Click Here to Answer 'Our Call to Serve' Today!  
 

 

 

 

 

   

Follow us on Social Media...  
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