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Happy New Year! 
  

 

 

 

New year brings new, permanent 
location for Catholic Social Services 
emergency shelter in Wilkes-Barre 

  

 

The new year brings a new, permanent home for an emergency shelter in 
the city of Wilkes-Barre. 
 



On Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, city and county leaders participated in a 
formal dedication and blessing ceremony for the new location of Mother 
Teresa’s Haven, a shelter for men experiencing homelessness. 
 

For the last several months, construction has been underway to create the 
new permanent shelter space above Saint Vincent de Paul Kitchen, located 
at 39 East Jackson Street in Wilkes-Barre. 
 

“We are thrilled to finally have a permanent home after all these years, 
absolutely thrilled,” Harry Lyons, program director for Mother Teresa’s 
Haven, said. 
 

Mother Teresa’s Haven first opened in the 1980s, but rotated locations 
between several area churches. 
 

“This shelter has been in existence for decades but it was nomadic up until 
about four years ago and when we think about the clients we serve, there 
is a certain dignity that they deserve to have,” the Most Reverend Joseph 
C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, said at the dedication ceremony. 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

Masses launching Holy Year in dioceses 
emphasize 'hope' that does not 

disappoint 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7x-enDCrp-oWyoM83HxIJt5yHlW53YgNl25-CWCrXfCO9NMkcVEyXZafMatZ8T8ipn6tTJXndFY4o4TLxFt9nac0iNzm_jPY1RN3wlKh5RRrH7DRg30toTzk7phv-aZ4VpWe0aB2fhquOh-s64WFjHMXVgMH3fXicYyY2XsQy3ovE1X5Ot_corQxF07e8R0q3iEZckQ6HC3VFUD8xiT1WTQORSXqPtcRtOe5_XJC1BH7SWZrixJc2_F0Tl6Pn1qA5KyZHCxaNEfqs=&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


  

Bishops worldwide celebrated the opening of the 2025 Holy Year Dec. 29 
with Masses in their cathedrals and co-cathedrals to mark the jubilee, 
which is themed “Pilgrims of Hope.” 
 

In the Diocese of Scranton, the Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera served as 
principal celebrant and homilist for the 12:15 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral 
of Saint Peter in Scranton.  
 

In the Archdiocese of New York, Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan began Mass 
at the back of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan with a prayer opening 
what he called “the Holy Year of Hope.” 
 

The prayer called God “the hope that does not disappoint, the beginning 
and the end” and asked him to bless the “pilgrim journey this Holy Year.” 
 

“Bind up the wounds of hearts that are broken, loosen the chains that hold 
us slaves of sin, and grant your people joy of the Spirit so that they may 
walk with renewed hope toward their longed-for destiny, Christ, your son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns forever and ever,” he prayed. 



Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

'Bold and Beloved' Women's Retreat to be 

held Jan. 24-26 

  

Registration for the 2025 'Bold and Beloved' Women’s Retreat is now 
open. 
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xCGwqySUQnUFuB71Kn9S3aTLNNwLA_cZvf6KqN5pbFtQlnBOxVGj5G2YFwXwBjZ4MuMJrh5VJKB9AuRiOTxeRHqaVhzaBe1urAcbWUWGGZ2y7nf7FqDBdwqh-hJnFKaIMgfK4pMiVIXExGU2yAWpCwaLM9Nq2dM58dGaSAEWpz8YW2FG5WleNL3823Ju2MZJ8IAofkUyYyW0wAQYoogwvVNviNJcwqGBwtOBaf1pn_BBzlHIJ77YXE_bD9ltS4C07mFnq1s3e86M=&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


We invite women 18 and older to join us for a weekend retreat inspired by 
the teachings of St. Catherine of Siena.  
 

The retreat will take place from Jan. 24-26, 2025, and will be led by six 
different local women in ministry who, like St. Catherine of Siena, have 
flourished where they were planted. 
 

The retreat will take place at Holy Transfiguration Retreat Center (1000 
Seminary Road, Dalton, PA 18414). 

Click Here For More Information on the 'Bold and Beloved' Women's 
Retreat  

 

 

 

New Orleans archbishop, others offer 
prayer and support for victims of 'evil' 

deadly New Year attack 

  

Archbishop Gregory M. Aymond of New Orleans offered prayers for 
victims of what he described as a “sign of utter disrespect for human life” 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xuQOkHAipiQTzNN8vUu70gi3uVHzgQynSrNewZAymBNVCKlHki2WALBK6_bRr8vGT2T-etRx-7ChsH1hh8Z1_0s3VSCmWdTv52JdGR-SYCDVJV3ogQKKUUqdRfShQ6yLFI1shdr-DLMblDdtNo-72fte47L0VALGm8TbkQtl9Ikhil_FLFCRScuQCt-gAngDsm9i93kMkgg1DLZRIxrC2r6OvWzCH5SEP7tQWnkbYoOdwsEVC0yaZpZ4IN17lhoBdSZIahduLf39KrfajyWEChEznQMlNfBflb3LCRkFXVmOnMQj0MrJU0_bXq_rBxII2b34RFr3Vn_IG675BMJYYGTQRN62NGsnIw9AzHKDuZj8jF6U0ykfexxLDB9tySqN6AlkL5-yK3CFp0b8QRbMeTkp-Q-DbCnM-Afq11CxLpJQwqmd4WEZEftQBdieyjsRgAo5GCRAb0UTXXX28v0ysWw==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xuQOkHAipiQTzNN8vUu70gi3uVHzgQynSrNewZAymBNVCKlHki2WALBK6_bRr8vGT2T-etRx-7ChsH1hh8Z1_0s3VSCmWdTv52JdGR-SYCDVJV3ogQKKUUqdRfShQ6yLFI1shdr-DLMblDdtNo-72fte47L0VALGm8TbkQtl9Ikhil_FLFCRScuQCt-gAngDsm9i93kMkgg1DLZRIxrC2r6OvWzCH5SEP7tQWnkbYoOdwsEVC0yaZpZ4IN17lhoBdSZIahduLf39KrfajyWEChEznQMlNfBflb3LCRkFXVmOnMQj0MrJU0_bXq_rBxII2b34RFr3Vn_IG675BMJYYGTQRN62NGsnIw9AzHKDuZj8jF6U0ykfexxLDB9tySqN6AlkL5-yK3CFp0b8QRbMeTkp-Q-DbCnM-Afq11CxLpJQwqmd4WEZEftQBdieyjsRgAo5GCRAb0UTXXX28v0ysWw==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xWurZVuMgZjBoa9ICD5xROmGkwiacXx8KdVaFf1IvI9_B1RdzsOAMnx5g2989Nfyv-_qy0U6R2DMnRNsTx1QYwyX6k_f34DrCEyjSkuoelO9CrQr3g0xJM7-2CL-Amkt7yfghDBagdyk7eNDW6TH2I3VW3giQvzouxYIXYtkSg9rsFZu2qUFU-XBdQnkEDxgU_Y2ZAaTAtMs5RbsT82FqTBWiBeblZZAwlxzRozsAb8jXiut9pRXUBw==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xWurZVuMgZjBoa9ICD5xROmGkwiacXx8KdVaFf1IvI9_B1RdzsOAMnx5g2989Nfyv-_qy0U6R2DMnRNsTx1QYwyX6k_f34DrCEyjSkuoelO9CrQr3g0xJM7-2CL-Amkt7yfghDBagdyk7eNDW6TH2I3VW3giQvzouxYIXYtkSg9rsFZu2qUFU-XBdQnkEDxgU_Y2ZAaTAtMs5RbsT82FqTBWiBeblZZAwlxzRozsAb8jXiut9pRXUBw==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


perpetrated by a man who drove a Ford pickup truck through crowds 
celebrating the New Year in New Orleans’ French Quarter around 3:15 
a.m. Jan. 1. At least 15 people were reportedly killed, with around 35 
others injured. 
 

The driver was killed by police after leaving the vehicle and exchanging 
gunfire with law enforcement, striking two officers. The FBI is 
investigating the attack as an act of terrorism. 
 

“Our prayers go out to those killed and injured in this morning’s horrific 
attack on Bourbon Street,” said Archbishop Aymond, a New Orleans 
native, in a Jan. 1 statement. “This violent act is a sign of utter disrespect 
for human life. I join with others in the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
New Orleans in offering prayerful support to the victims’ families. I give 
thanks for the heroic duty of hundreds of law enforcement and medical 
personnel in the face of such evil.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

Knights of Columbus honor  

Bishop Jeffrey J. Walsh 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xe56iMMBjY-VIRUJO-Wa8uvDaXH9m9z-qJLOJetOOWMOl_om3vudoDJMEccYfB4hkSlmIhEjxfIhuuOVyWM1bNAfbanPtBBS6odBLhN4kU_G4YrcUN6F9NeOagpPD78vY0L4Ajk7_yxiY5pp8r0zL3CkuEuWINAoZAl3EhzssRMzyNaibBzn2bB6Z5Tf_J68Qtg9Fyu95cDJkxzgK1SEntIdd5laQISymZeJ9SuptZ-8VY86TCR2LIUcL-isvnIUDcYdtv47QzaamWjXLq1dd7VwzdbKSVZgv3bnuslfJq_r1duaPm6NwKtdqcpPc43u754D59rrtKQs=&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


  

On Saturday, December 28, the Pennsylvania Central District of the 
Knights of Columbus witnessed a truly inspiring and historic moment as 
the Most Reverend Jeffrey J. Walsh, Bishop of Gaylord, Mich., was the 
Honoree for the Exemplification Ceremony of 16 new Sir Knights 
exemplified into the Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus.  
 

Led by Master Brian Hallock, this significant event marked the beginning 
of a new chapter in the lives of these men, who were officially welcomed 
into the proud ranks of Sir Knights in the Fourth Degree. 
 

The day began at St. Ann’s Basilica in Scranton, where the Exemplification 
Ceremony filled the air with a sense of patriotism and love for our country.  
 

As the candidates took their Fourth Degree, they committed to live and 
promote patriotism, and honor—values that the Knights of Columbus hold 
sacred. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xWq--BY-XGCu06B9LQgUblcwHauycAE98yUdT4tL0dMQsYciFaWRpSoEif1fCvZ3UiAQGVUziK7BHzrkWlmaDL6qVhwNNU4igBzf1VPQl06JnRLiDijHVOSkygUozCa9nsxCYCjzYmv4QiTlhXv6n3QFB9UHHEza_W9gpFBbVt3D9lyatjVGqqY13Ke_kum8rRORekAZ8ji_33Ptwt1W-tw==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


 

 

 

Faith Formation students at Pike County parish 

hold annual Christmas pageant 
 

  

 

The students in the Church of St. Patrick’s Children’s Faith Formation 
Program once again presented their Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve.  
 

The colorful and moving presentation, featuring scriptural narrative and 
carols of the season, was followed by the celebration of Christmas 
Eve Mass by Rev. Joseph Manarchuck, Pastor. 
 

Directed by Laurie Barcia of Milford, the Pageant featured costumes by  
Michelle Baron, Lighting Design by Micah Sweeney and Kevin Riker, and 
carols by St. Patrick’s Music Ministry, under the direction of Rich 
Gherardi, accompanied by the congregation of St. Patrick’s. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7x20V2JGHL13ypkSeLvQ_HXuYvgOOuEB6nu7KvwTAV5yr_JuHS4soJ6WmluHpjW656QaPWCrzmkgFNHWFjN5F6Ff9LQGqVBBz3dZ2WQnwGZkK92IUOaV_pmeX5lodeZHgTley2V49MQv6QkPBRaY2V2-hG3UXuYqxYbtHPm0OzTXzPJj_DK7Mlx1yUVsHV9M1bnjgclHsblDwzFSLTm_L9lw==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


On New Year's, Pope Francis calls for real 

commitment to respect human life 
 

  

Marking the feast of Mary, Mother of God, and the start of the new year, 
Pope Francis renewed his appeal for a “firm commitment” to respect all 
human life worldwide. 
 

“May we learn to care for every child born of a woman, above all by 
protecting, like Mary, the precious gift of life: life in the womb, the lives of 
children, the lives of the suffering, the poor, the elderly, the lonely and the 
dying,” he said in his homily during Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica Jan. 1. 
 

“All of us are invited to take up the summons that flows from the maternal 
heart of Mary: we are called to cherish life, to care for wounded lives — so 
many wounded lives, so many — to restore dignity to the lives of everyone” 
because it is the basis for building a culture of peace, he said, highlighting 
that the feast also marks the World Day of Peace. 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xiARlAPs7LaFgTrl6IYbyCpK7Erc91mcJrNJsxCTt7OW5qYGYd-p0n3BVkp147f8NN5XHJednFqONji-7pi37l0MoqOoyB7PK49T7FDmgtdScbxv1wy6G1OERSPcszj3_Z728tgfhSomifyVztYPJxpQV-FG6eLedtSfqP5HckkjVTCGuotcb3SX-v5Up1ORZysShjxvHCBPu0QaxFP9TgC6yf0q8LnTWxXR-kDj4dqdpPTTso59iX2cQ8GC32uA0&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


Holy Door is symbol of God's arms open to all, 

Cardinal says 
 

  

 

A Holy Door is an image of God, who awaits the return of his children with 
open arms, said the archpriest of Rome’s Basilica of St. John Lateran. 
 

Cardinal Baldassare Reina, papal vicar for Rome and archpriest of the 
basilica, which is the Diocese of Rome’s cathedral, opened the Holy Door 
there Dec. 29 as bishops around the world launched the Holy Year 2025 in 
their dioceses. 
 

“It is not important how far we have strayed; it is not relevant what we 
have done, wasted or ruined,” the cardinal said in his homily at Mass after 
opening the door. “The moment we have decided to return we will never 
find a closed door, but only an embrace that welcomes and blesses.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

Support the Catholic Ministries Appeal! 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08NZpXuPfYl7xLX_L5biGkya3XySFR6k2tsL97NpMJrDooehrT1ffx0MT_JlWCVQ82FZ0dmpY-Eu876W8Hchn9R0JeIgr2bek-BW_wpI9wby2uVGoxdNlxSeUKMmFwIDSXB74ZWk9A_e4-UMYtxbpbGg7lApQApFFKHQlz1i1nNqLbEz2jey6VsSovQaH2xmpD5j9eyAm_dCyu23xJpefpIzmT0XMDo96BSJhFIUqYrM4kf33kOw2JMKKLcz96y-d5g==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


  

 

Click Here to Answer 'Our Call to Serve' Today!  
 

 

 

 

 

   

Follow us on Social Media...  
 

         
 

Diocese of Scranton 

300 Wyoming Avenue,  
Scranton, PA 18503-1279 

(570) 207-2238 

www.dioceseofscranton.org 
   

 

 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08LFAPwRl4hD9C_Y_SFI963CkmRq5Abzp9aE8vFK4lDXAIA5-e2LmmkT1yFVijXb_YNOCPgPU0wvIDZdJx6tgu5U01LSUnmnOJR9Okv74oV4NCydjZQ1n8Q9bUNbtr1fKkQy8WVCHnwosSYuz1pAD__21AGTc3QgVaw==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08JoXTQ_txdMN-bORn1cV3WJbzyiBB4XntVoTvsHRrWCNe4AunAkKGeJEpcv_5Ff-Ghc-V148ezbaOgItM87JPH4D6s69-GeVpomJ_N-oyEJfQkS3kQSR1fRbbDxw2DpRVQ==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08GoERgPSyj_KUc6pg1YOS1d_Y6VIDF2umKqdFH-AvMBTqHZaDEDaHTT-2kWkZi6UvTZIpVHl_2S6qgtVRe-W1pmgGRrWVpxpXegZeo9ZS3dB&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08Bu5dRC6UgC6a7_Z4xbtXyIfR_sVQDN1PbPFUO_dlwLoHe6QdATLK1LlHbcAL8vxhBxFJprQUcG88TLFVYNKzpaEuBdFmaQ43U6ocSj33fmu_P0U7tEmVngZMuWgSOBQUg==&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ps7j_kd6MO0JPSacxrBo99UjDfnQ6Ub29ilOvYrNR5_hYksQctt08Bu5dRC6UgC65vgePXh9rhgznhemgYuUuw3Ga0v6gNQSxHlpAjMINTLz63SQT6r11xWMx7SCTc1OOqAStoWidsL0qm3LSt2njFsUVoZ4C4wXIOO8U_phVjY=&c=ubTObvNUhwPdvGtJ4ei2lGh-Ni-gWf6ufhhOkAowVFL-7HuZLtMDRg==&ch=bUT16MfKqXLf0qDq9CC6ZlzuyGsWQ-qGtVm4XDGP5ABd5jDFONeAtg==


 


