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Saint Padre Pio's glove among relics venerated at Swoyersville parish 

 

 

 



Hundreds of faithful visited Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish on the weekend of 
March 15-16, as the Luzerne County church hosted seven relics of Saint Padre Pio, 
one of the most beloved saints in modern Catholic history. 

 

Among the relics displayed was Padre Pio’s glove, a cherished item that helped 
connect the faithful to his life of extraordinary holiness. 

 

“It’s a good opportunity to introduce Padre Pio to our parishioners and the public 
who might not know who he is,” Mark Perugino, Grand Knight, Knights of Columbus 
Council 12976, said. 

 

The parish Knights worked with the National Centre for Padre Pio to bring the relics 
to the Swoyersville parish. 

 

“It’s an honor for our parish to have these relics,” parishioner Stephen Englot said. 
“It was peaceful and uplifting being here today.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Foundation receives 100-percent board support in first year 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9g37SVSYCCss8sH44JRaKCwFF9v2lv3rJZHZ-CpFn3Rl_0nseFv1L3TAUNchMWTFAJI-dD5R1Xgtlg4Q1Gcs2igyja2Uyb-Zj7PsZUnMVFin5eAvAPEerrBLZ_h4Sfm0daeVyM6j-2FhRIK7B9EVIF2dqTP6Q9nL4aXLTzz0iz3feeJ66v3pZPFvhfvGE5i5NogdIZx1r6ApeAWHkOjK3xpceq9bioFNwkfDXr6C-lTSyzEDpLRBRymk_siDXoxAShsEZqIEnC-J&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


 

 

 

Christopher DiMattio, chair of the Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of Scranton 
Board of Directors, recently announced that 100-percent of the Foundation’s 15-
member lay and clergy board has made gift pledges to the Catholic Foundation 
totaling more than $2 million. 

 

In addition, nearly $2 million in gifts and pledges have also been received from 
additional donors throughout the Diocese in the Foundation’s first year of operation. 

 

“We are extremely grateful for the financial support, the expertise and the passion 
for the mission of the Catholic Foundation that our board brings to this worthwhile 
fundraising effort,” DiMattio said. “The board’s devoted commitment and the 
contributions of an initial group of donors has resulted in a successful first year that 
serves as the foundation of what will continue to be transformational for our 
Diocesan ministries now and well into the future.” 

 

Gifts donated to the Catholic Foundation range from $500 to $1 million with several 
pledges of $25,000, $50,000 or $100,000. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9g37SVSYCCssdUo3tkvUFIJNDwTpVyGaq998-K-xk92Kxx44jwsDv4ScvPBczDoN-_Oalgp7dTRHxzjfN-wGv521mzBr2vIQPi13recbJaIczby-hxavADP3LLrXegLLq3Rz88T7GA6VvxDtRvFfxx9M7FE_CkMRjt7MxRVVjp5J0TSlybKBwV26jHRr7gZM5ZeYBxF0QsGb4he8ObLM3TzcmhN4gNUg3O0nMZPkabYAAmezb_nuWVOwrW6AUaG7GinKuuNdZMM8&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


 

 

 

Lenten Holy Hour draws newlyweds closer to faith and each other 

 

 

 

 

In the midst of a busy and often chaotic world, a young couple from Luzerne County 
has discovered the profound peace that comes with spending quiet time in prayer 
before the Lord. 

 

Only two months ago, Christian and Concetta Cooney stood before the altar at 
Saint John the Evangelist Church in Pittston to celebrate their wedding day. 

 

The newlyweds found themselves back before the same altar on March 5, praying 
before our Eucharistic Lord, during the first of the Diocese of Scranton’s Lenten 
Holy Hours this year. 



 

“I loved being here with my wife,” Christian Cooney said. “We’ve really blossomed 
as a couple in the last couple of months. Being able to stand side-by-side with her 
at this Holy Hour and holding her hand was priceless to me.” 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  

 

 

 

 

 

Five more Lenten Holy Hours to take place in the next week; Join us in 
Honesdale, Archbald, Williamsport, Clarks Summit and Dickson City 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Bambera is visiting the Honesdale, Carbondale, Williamsport, Clarks 
Summit and Dunmore deaneries within the next week to celebrate a Lenten Holy 
Hour with the faithful. 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9g37SVSYCCss7vO1i139vnOBMEYPlxAxHVGR5xlYVaspJglwebU-6noa0M9BTP3cnsLAc35PmnXqztUivAgjoBavpTQofS4iWgGGV90ByhTSDEqmOIEbQD-Bnb_2k-DChHYbTzqUD3pZZinu-wPWb1ZBT7APVY1Sb_xF74s-1CQJmb3y6JUG9ZuqRfWu-YT6pdHM0Y3VNsouIpawn7lRFlUW3BegKoXvzrgEWQImcntA1k86RNtVhEZj9_IsWrsKPg==&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


Tonight, March 20, the Bishop will visit Saint John the Evangelist Parish in Honesdale 
at 7:00 p.m. 

 

On Monday, March 24, the Bishop will visit Christ the King Parish in Archbald at 7:00 
p.m. On Tuesday, he will be at Saint Boniface Parish in Williamsport, followed by 
Our Lady of the Snows Parish in Clarks Summit on Wednesday and Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Dickson City on Thursday. 

 

All are invited to attend.  

 

During this year's Holy Hour, Bishop Bambera is not only reflecting on the third and 
final year of the National Eucharistic Revival that remains underway, but also the 
2025 Jubilee Year of Hope that the Church is celebrating. 

Click Here to See all of the Dates and Locations of the 2025 Lenten 
Holy Hours with Bishop Bambera  

 

 

 

'Wait Until 8th' pledge program encourages parents to delay smartphone usage 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9hzVm_dm2fDpl_Yu6vJ4MW6yw94qI8VmNX-U0fhibrPeXTeto6dn9QUOZmxk8L7Jn-u0zq0SuRfegVeyOk7SsVyZYQCd_TI5MZklEA93USF5lp1u35eAvvSIjxR2hzCbyWHUy3uAyFAWs3ArllfoA91w-Xqa7c-zYV6yQlHgfbyfQ8SOR0bRtdF-YtXt1BxLxWmF5Kw74bw83ES2uVSKPGFWcxitn0pRQp0-5tAVPq8A6ObhQMe38uBiTSRvOiimvg==&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9hzVm_dm2fDpl_Yu6vJ4MW6yw94qI8VmNX-U0fhibrPeXTeto6dn9QUOZmxk8L7Jn-u0zq0SuRfegVeyOk7SsVyZYQCd_TI5MZklEA93USF5lp1u35eAvvSIjxR2hzCbyWHUy3uAyFAWs3ArllfoA91w-Xqa7c-zYV6yQlHgfbyfQ8SOR0bRtdF-YtXt1BxLxWmF5Kw74bw83ES2uVSKPGFWcxitn0pRQp0-5tAVPq8A6ObhQMe38uBiTSRvOiimvg==&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


 

 

Two Catholic schools in Lackawanna County are piloting a new program to 
empower parents to delay giving their children a smartphone until at least the end 
of eighth grade. 

 

The “Wait Until 8th” program officially kicked off at Saint Mary of Mount Carmel 
School in Dunmore on March 6 and Our Lady of Peace School in Clarks Green on 
March 12. 

 

As a part of each school’s kick-off, parents of students in pre-K through third grade 
were invited to attend a community panel discussion on the possible harm that 
smartphones can pose to young children. 

 

Melissa Gregory, a parent and licensed professional counselor, said smartphone 
use amongst children can increase the risk for anxiety, depression, eating disorders, 
body image issues and addictions. 



 

“The human brain isn’t fully developed until after 25, so the pre-frontal cortex isn’t 
yet developed. That is your decision-making skills,” Gregory said. “Your executive 
functioning comes from that. That is why it is so important to delay kids’ exposure to 
certain things, before they’re able to  

emotionally handle that information.” 

 

Ten years old is now the average-age children get their first smartphone. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  

 

 

 

Pope's doctors report more improvement, but no date for his release 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9g37SVSYCCssSP8d_DSxc8Uf_VU5gX4U9X1SUDjZpOu8i_F__9FbkAzMgs6ome1d70UadpBrpFjy3wH21PYTqJ4AZNrzBBcNeCdgqtaDU202hk-0zgypPhvAQEdRoR8KfDCWkBFtm8EZ8wY49RkkI654ez6FnH_a5h2hoz6JAdOyTY5IHXgN65W4O4flIIMJxLpZXbQ_crj5w42084tnd7wzAgbBdJliS67niDOT1Sim6HOM3uLGlsB_X27bt-rlmzSRx4iiEh9CsBtIHdqmpaA=&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


 

 

Pope Francis no longer needs the “noninvasive mechanical ventilation” he has used 
most nights since experiencing a breathing “crisis” Feb. 28, his doctors reported in a 
bulletin released by the Vatican press office March 19. 

 

“The Holy Father’s clinical condition is confirmed to be improving,” the bulletin said. 

 

In addition to discontinuing the nightly use of the ventilation, the doctors said the 
88-year-old pope also has a reduced need for the “high-flow oxygen therapy” 
through a nasal tube that he had been using during the day. 

 

The Vatican press office had said Pope Francis had spent the night of March 17-18 
without needing the ventilation through a mask. Instead, it had said, the pope 
received high-flow oxygen through a nasal tube overnight. 



Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  

 

 

 

Cosmopolitan Seniors Group disbands and donates funds to Catholic Social 
Services 

 

 

After years of serving and enriching the local community, the Cosmopolitan Seniors 
Group has officially made the decision to disband. In a final act of generosity and 
commitment to helping others, the group has decided to donate its remaining funds 
to Catholic Social Services. 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9g37SVSYCCssdB6QOEn5nwKOzQ2f5m1_cv161zrHQnwwy1ELoAU41I4Dk79uVCoFD1sAjXtaIIPC8nJ9RrYhRS_TSY8ZTao1ImumW7VQxeFPwaEk-Dy2jcCo7Y3Z3TLCelqM8Nf3g3V-uNKBUhXNOsXF2ud8tlmjdUOB-qZnNyY4nvlmqfJo0bx8OpQe9lTCEXn_XVkRz0jcMcH_z0d4Hu2D5_vFoOWTtBoBxiwAOrTVhclFmdF1CklUkLTwKZlObRz8R8C3Xpve&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


On Feb. 20, 2025, group members gathered to present Catholic Social Services with 
a check for $1,249.87, which will be used to support Mother Teresa’s Haven, an 
emergency shelter in Wilkes-Barre that assists men experiencing homelessness. 

 

“Nobody could need it more than the homeless,” Veronica Spliethoff, Cosmopolitan 
Seniors Group treasurer, said. 

 

For many years, Cosmopolitan Seniors Group was a community organization 
dedicated to providing seniors with opportunities to connect, socialize, and 
contribute to the local community. Through regular bingo games and community 
bus trips, the group fostered a sense of camaraderie among its members and the 
wider community. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  

 

 

 

Taste the Tradition: St. Leo's Lenten food sale offers meatless meals every 
Friday in Lent 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9g37SVSYCCssAgmV4kurJUhuKjMxSZSrBhkVAIXJULIHApnuEUo29dtA7595HD6_XQzP4d4z4O7GMkyO4zuu28KoP9N021o2lnKcZl4Jno-rCwrfNSjOs9O_8JUYFXti389eJkkPDF7ol_g-MQMrz_FUaHyeXs9ZymN58GXhNDPbzDPtdGHaMiaJCVPIyRlA9dTOlUaaNI__xIhzTrGBV6Wdf7dvfQR5ha55-LgNY28Ear7CrjsUX_BLxCqLCR64TWmJ-NqLMdtHGmMnw7ysSkAWjs5iBvBCtQ==&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


 

 

The highly-anticipated Lenten food sale at Saint Leo Parish is back, marking a 35-
year tradition of offering delicious meatless meals every Friday through April 11. 

 

Sponsored by the Holy Name Society, the food sale provides a perfect opportunity 
for the community to come together while enjoying a variety of flavorful dishes. 

 

“We love to come in here and support them every year,” Theresa Shypulefski of 
Warrior Run said. “It is good stuff. The guys are great. Everybody is friendly here and 
we like coming and giving ourselves an easy lunch. The Manhattan clam chowder is 
awesome.” 

 

In addition to Manhattan clam chowder, the parish also offers haluski, pierogi, 
mushroom soup, tuna hoagies and potato pancakes. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9g37SVSYCCssZSnReq1YiHPLbayzEiH3DhdTTb1aSu5lQDVST_DaUHNW7eo_nlPkAlw4YjgskWSgUSu9wU_TIJi-oE0rqYGjamPnMYXCvsNAmab2pHOk74oqr7o1tTvnGEvwCKIRrjm6PlYiMBvYUS2XZZzocoZisXhCX9SOjhgOjMqDmNh_0u-0fYK7DFeGwYU4pE_U5lrHo2cvznZdYarP0naZ03B3qVtZagovIG3Xl_cBvr2PpI0ce7W7dK_gflGT8L45fxoB-9SsXQo-oYXKNSHxEuIp7A==&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


 

 

Potato pancakes and pizza help Pittston parish and bring community together 
in Lent 

 

 

While many Lenten food sales have been ongoing for decades, Saint John the 
Evangelist Parish just recently decided to get in the game. 

 

“We started just within the last couple of years, but it has been growing and growing 
each year,” Father Joseph Elston, pastor, said. 

 

Every Friday during Lent, in addition to Good Friday, the parish is selling potato 
pancakes and take-and-heat pizza to the community. 

 

“The food is really, very tasty and it is fresh. They can come here, and it is ready to 
go,” employee Cathy Rusnok stated. 

 



About a dozen volunteers come together each week to make the Lenten food sale a 
reality. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  

 

 

 

 

Pope approves next phase of Synod, setting path to 2028 assembly 

 

 

Pope Francis has approved the next phase of the Synod of Bishops on synodality, 
launching a three-year implementation process that will culminate in an ecclesial 
assembly at the Vatican in October 2028. 

 

In a letter published March 15, Cardinal Mario Grech, secretary-general of the 
synod, announced that the synod’s new phase will focus on applying its 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BvR0-JTIgipDlkUp0JymNALvgefGX0HhjRrGbFBhTRNY0LjvkMkL9g37SVSYCCsscxvtqaM-Zqz9RONOIid1Ep2RC3RNCNOsudzV06SzWOrjivSmzvg6IMZhl4dO-XuIAP2PAaun0D7YvXKRGd5Vy6azsOlIY054tmEwQI6vG2B0TJTsqGubnTAj0mBJKz2NPLNZ7gsPfwjHzJC7AyULXV-mfLNu-hRkj-2KwR182k3TXpsiZ7P-5kk0NvqPChNSeTnYm55MQBq1HjvUzTvEZ-yE56ZGky92WOSK6PkRInnTzISErVUUDbD0fqPVFTYhYsUeGikJS6knWPwQJacwGg==&c=WJJouBeNlYTRrnrjJoCQR0TnQcedrUQ5-mJbR9k3pYQwEgyb8UXTSw==&ch=tKoTMf2NWslc98UWN_PlbwcpFfaVeYiSsp0sHSPYjv4bbModp6Y3TA==


conclusions at all levels of the church, with dioceses, bishops’ conferences and 
religious communities working to integrate synodality into daily  

church life before the meeting at the Vatican in 2028. 

 

“For now, therefore, a new synod will not be convened; instead, the focus will be on 
consolidating the path taken so far,” he wrote in the letter addressed to all bishops, 
eparchs and the presidents of national and regional bishops’ conferences. 

 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
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