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Ash Wednesday Mass draws hundreds 
of people - plus a bat - to the Cathedral 

to begin Lenten journey 

  

 

Churches throughout the Diocese of Scranton were filled with the faithful 
on Ash Wednesday as people gathered to mark the beginning of the 
Lenten season. 
 



From rural churches to the Diocesan Cathedral, people turned out to 
receive ashes and they began their journey of reflection and renewal. 
 

At the 12:10 p.m. Mass, the Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of 
Scranton, began his homily by asking for continued prayers for Pope 
Francis, who remains in the hospital. 
 

“We pray God’s mercy, love, and healing presence in his life,” the Bishop 
said. 
 

Bishop Bambera then reflected on how this Lenten season falls within the 
2025 Jubilee Year of Hope, saying that the challenges we face in life can 
provide us with a context for hope. He explained Lent provides every 
person the opportunity to engage the Lord in a “deeper way” and “walk 
more closely with Him.” 
 

“There is always hope for the believer in Jesus Christ,” he stated. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Television to 
Broadcast/Livestream Stations of the 

Cross and Sunday Evening Prayer 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGPzrd5m2t0fpOJiekeNhOfNdrCPFfYL1FeR5V8oSLQG393oKJDoctCVgNiHytWCyaDEN8hyWUoioDQnrbYu4vma6XwgxKKSDD3VMjXmq4z5TqLvVYZML2tfhPXiSu0GcpXG8WZ9SqQoi7qjzRvAF8KeVCdLXWhEG3vXR2NPfSgXZnG8F8oW2gQIbpD-TkGLvAR78Yk5tn7__IFxklN6fvolKxkFRPj8JU9LvDK_uTXfq58DXL2hX7CsbHgnBgb_CwJWRVw6XHFOp3aYC0UAAPg1Nik3e1EyjndsO6Fu9XZEy&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==


  

 

During Lent, Catholic Television will offer several opportunities to the 
faithful to "go deeper" in their prayer life. 
 

Every Friday during Lent following the 12:10 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral 
of Saint Peter, CTV will broadcast live Stations of the Cross. The Stations 
of the Cross will begin on Friday, March 7, 2025. 
 

Every Sunday during Lent, the faithful are invited to the Cathedral for 
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament and Evening Prayer. At Evening 
Prayer, the people of God sanctify the day by continual praise of God and 
prayers of intercession for the needs of the world. CTV will broadcast the 5 
p.m. Mass each Sunday night, will be followed by Adoration and Evening 
Prayer at 6:15 p.m. 
 



In addition to the live broadcasts on television, the Stations of the Cross 
and the Sunday Evening Prayer can be found on the Diocese of Scranton 
YouTube channel and the Diocese of Scranton website. 

 

 

 

 

Rite of Election and Call to Continuing 
Conversion to be held on Sunday 

 

  

 

The Diocese of Scranton will celebrate the Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton on 
Sunday, March 9, at 2:30 p.m. 



 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will preside over 
the annual Rite of Election, which is part of the Order of Christian 
Initiation for Adults (OCIA), where Catechumens indicate their desire to 
join the Catholic Church.   
 

Individuals from parishes all across the 11-counties of the Diocese who are 
in preparation to be welcomed into full communion of the Catholic Church 
this year will participate. 
 

The Rite of Election is specifically for Catechumens seeking full initiation 
at the Easter Vigil, including the sacraments of baptism, confirmation, and 
First Eucharist. 
 

The Call to Continuing Conversion is celebrated for candidates who had 
previously been baptized, but are now preparing for Confirmation and/or 
First Eucharist. 
 

Typically, on the First Sunday of Lent, catechumens, their sponsors and 
families gather with the Bishop of the Diocese. The catechumens publicly 
express their desire for baptism to the Bishop and their names are 
recorded and they are called the Elect. 

 

Click Here for More Information on the Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion  

 

 

 

 

Lenten Holy Hours with Bishop 
Bambera begin tonight in Pittston 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGPzrd5m2t0fpGWL5lUIUU2c0fUS3T0iULtiTm82bpqIhp_LwZUoeAOMBNQZ9q03OnmtcNMc78BcmmtgPAAAWlEe1GuVFRxVqCuLNwSc7TE-T5rtzLHzCIx6FHbdXWv4auSWAh7qTHNagc27tQ-mquWfF0xNdBD8nkNzgaahQD5Odg0U9Pd-56xqPjTTZ37JoGGbxqGH41oz5MAjHSdmN8YnFDOhfvG8P4mrmuhBU4q57TpPCcjJmdwa_DR9MPWL2QyAI23ss5-qEm9YZekYO4y0=&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGPzrd5m2t0fpGWL5lUIUU2c0fUS3T0iULtiTm82bpqIhp_LwZUoeAOMBNQZ9q03OnmtcNMc78BcmmtgPAAAWlEe1GuVFRxVqCuLNwSc7TE-T5rtzLHzCIx6FHbdXWv4auSWAh7qTHNagc27tQ-mquWfF0xNdBD8nkNzgaahQD5Odg0U9Pd-56xqPjTTZ37JoGGbxqGH41oz5MAjHSdmN8YnFDOhfvG8P4mrmuhBU4q57TpPCcjJmdwa_DR9MPWL2QyAI23ss5-qEm9YZekYO4y0=&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==


  

For the third straight year, Bishop Bambera will visit each deanery in the 
Diocese of Scranton during Lent to hold a special Holy Hour for the 
faithful. 
 

During this year's Holy Hour, Bishop Bambera will not only reflect on the 
third and final year of the National Eucharistic Revival that remains 
underway, but also the 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope that the Church is 
celebrating. 
 

The Lenten Holy Hour tonight will be held at 7 p.m. at Saint John the 
Evangelist Parish in Pittston.  



Click Here to See all of the Dates and Locations of the 2025 Lenten 
Holy Hours with Bishop Bambera  

 

 

 

Pope marks Ash Wednesday in hospital, 

receiving ashes, Eucharist 

  

Pope Francis marked Ash Wednesday on his 20th day in Rome’s Gemelli 
hospital by taking part in the rite of the blessing of the ashes and receiving 
them in a short prayer service, the Vatican said. 
 

While the 88-year-old pope’s overall clinical case remained complex, his 
condition was “stable” and he did not experience any episodes of 
“respiratory insufficiency,” the Vatican said in its evening medical bulletin 
March 5. 
 

The pope received ashes and the Eucharist in the morning from a 
celebrant, who was not named in the bulletin. It was most likely one of the 
hospital chaplains, a Vatican source said. 
 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGMcHleljfbLAzxLYfXeZwnZJiD2BTSKaRzC5CuGjZ05G_D4XCcBA5_1oNOrSDuH93jPpdLCBfumsHaIYealQJm8nE84XNpUd7t_GRONYIzIT4HIvkzVt8Wim74GR5p__LW9BNG-uDtGW5xx3V_YjUNPmc3YMLOhHoJ0OLDhi_jCPnywk-3LS5rs82a-MAQ-Wr43ZtT0u_IWk1aOscAKleRGCz8pN76Hscw5MPnVoZ6qlfu5c3PPNniZLdQHkADKJ1w==&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGMcHleljfbLAzxLYfXeZwnZJiD2BTSKaRzC5CuGjZ05G_D4XCcBA5_1oNOrSDuH93jPpdLCBfumsHaIYealQJm8nE84XNpUd7t_GRONYIzIT4HIvkzVt8Wim74GR5p__LW9BNG-uDtGW5xx3V_YjUNPmc3YMLOhHoJ0OLDhi_jCPnywk-3LS5rs82a-MAQ-Wr43ZtT0u_IWk1aOscAKleRGCz8pN76Hscw5MPnVoZ6qlfu5c3PPNniZLdQHkADKJ1w==&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==


The rite was held in the private suite of rooms on the 10th floor of the 
hospital where the pope has been receiving treatment for double 
pneumonia and other respiratory ailments, the Vatican said. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Catholic News Service  
 

 

 

Cathedral of Saint Peter to host Saint 
Patrick's Parade Day Mass March 8 

  

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGPzrd5m2t0fp7q1EkoBp00c9rlcP5yC7XoDuzsgnCK6kXkUv1m_JjLL7JJvM_rQqH6QUKYBBx7Zao58JYQMLpfMO9BhJvJ6Qs37eHOlawZl-T89i5gRmKRCTyD3U46TFqHB2_6ZIGZes6659cnumdQmlB7tU5KZQ3UBn6oZkCZhIWJSdTT9zQ0I8kQjH-rWz2p8-L4LkHlmrVwvw0lDKbDo8Vo-sZkcgtnFFthAJw6RnTBUOfQT47CMcCDe0Mh8cJA==&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==


The annual Saint Patrick’s Parade Day Mass will be celebrated at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, March 8, at the Cathedral of Saint Peter in Scranton. 
 

All are welcome to attend. 
 

The liturgy is traditionally held in conjunction with the city of Scranton’s 
annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. Following the Mass, the Saint Patrick’s 
Parade is expected to take to the streets of the Electric City beginning at 
11:45 a.m. 
 

The Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera, Bishop of Scranton, will serve as 
principal celebrant for the Mass. Various priests from the Diocese of 
Scranton are expected to concelebrate. 
 

The Mass will be broadcast live on CTV: Catholic Television of the Diocese 
of Scranton due to the generosity of the Society of Irish Women. 
 

The Mass will be rebroadcast several times the following week, including 
Tuesday, March 11, at 8:00 p.m., and Wednesday, March 12, at 10:30 a.m. 
It will also be available for viewing on the Diocese of Scranton’s YouTube 
Channel. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from The Catholic Light  
 

 

 

Catholic Sisters Week offers virtual, 
interactive ways to honor women 

religious in 2025 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGPzrd5m2t0fpcKuB9WIY-BazSxM05MyoUAVaYBYn59zErI3ldLtAVol_b-h5IY9axYG6E7XNfRhIpKQDxoDE-vXjj1Oklb-ewCx3kEwljC1vuePz30VDCP1csq6Hw2nfbeRnHpT57Lhpg9eQ2Hx1PHIHn3lQeVGz2sbBiHtvkNPU64Nvsu2z6vULTo0ASeiGFNai4rB2RVErL0IbuKTl6edL9qNXZRYnMpc375q52SpO2Gp_jcp2xtbiX1kxchKo8jz9HseNI4GF&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==


  

They’re compassionate doctors. Inspiring teachers. Committed advocates 
for justice. Steady guides on the spiritual path. 
 

Catholic sisters in America simply can’t be stereotyped. 
 

And to prove it, the 12th annual Catholic Sisters Week (March 8-14) is 
celebrating their many ministries and achievements with campaigns and 
activities that aim to educate, inform and even surprise. The yearly event  
launched in 2014 as a part of Women’s History Month. 
 

“The sisters don’t toot their horns,” said Susan Oxley, communications 
and membership manager for the Religious Formation Conference, a 
Chicago-based organization serving women’s and men’s religious 
institutes in America and abroad. “They’re too busy doing what they do. 
And so we’ve got to do that for them.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

Catholic immigration advocates seek to 
counter false narratives about their work 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGPzrd5m2t0fpMSjWvrQcYf5CXhUJVTzax0oT0KW29Lz_Wj0CSt5pM-LoUgmErVG7emdLUbu39xkPFfJAGXEoSjr-0SiNiylH1TqHQbRcfuRrPsnAKqwUTJwZo49gVpU7DUamIto1Eem9gT6REVTt2h-V911CHH-PoPmcbgKCFDRmWedSA1YCUeIcuVTxOLocAVo4q6c346jtxLpaDCGkLHIA_utqCLBmhj2hxr0uBT4IyPHiEAUyd1zN7nPUxPQlf7SgoKf4ABqrho-S-TS8Jr99ckh-1POa1g==&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==


  

Catholic immigration advocates sought ways to respond to some anti-
immigration or false narratives about their work during a conference in 
the nation’s capital. 
 

Participants in the event, “Understanding Migration from a Catholic 
Perspective” held at The Catholic University of America, examined current 
and historical narratives around U.S. immigration, seeking new ways to 
dialogue with those skeptical about the church’s work in this area, 
including some Trump administration officials. 
 

“If the narrative is wrong, the actions that are based upon that narrative 
will be wrong,” said Bishop Mark J. Seitz of El Paso, Texas, in a keynote 
address. 
 

Bishop Seitz, also the chair of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Committee on Migration, said that some of the Trump administration’s 
actions on immigration should concern Catholics. 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGPzrd5m2t0fp2aVgn5XSdXNPbe5OlSxBl2I105NKn2CHn7gG55b40wKU8tX7R0lnH7PJfEwIj0d6IM7MNOK9COaxJSAQiCnjnZ77d9swOslT00zjAiFm39azqkcQ7sSYty8vkj-_Ac6A2pjEnv_pKPUTvz7E8h1Ri0EnSDScXXgXGnBnPOS-z735VYfFGg8SEvN4yL1QRVk8gCCxvMI0u1YTaQ5h2tfjyuIvQ917NGuNz6AslhbQZQ7NuxeDAkPgKCv5YEPZccXwcfSfxK0RuRc=&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==


Three months into reopening, Notre Dame 
witnesses record crowds, confessions 

  

A mere three months after Notre Dame Cathedral reopened, some 
Catholics in France worry the massive influx of tourists has overshadowed 
its religious essence. 
 

But the auxiliary bishop of Paris told OSV News it’s the opposite — with a 
large flow of people, more strangers are exposed to the Catholic faith, with 
their hearts touched by God’s presence in renovated interiors. 
 

With 29,000 visitors a day, up from 23,500 a day before the fire in 2019, 
Notre Dame’s guest rates are comparable to those of the Louvre Museum, 
even though the museum’s surface area is considerably larger. 
 

Auxiliary Bishop Emmanuel Tois of Paris, whose office is just about 60 
feet from the cathedral, told OSV News that the number of tourists 
flooding the cathedral doesn’t bother him. It’s a chance to meet the Lord, 
he said. 
 

Bishop Tois said that the rector and chaplains of Notre Dame often 
circulate among the visitors in the aisles of the cathedral. “And they are 



regularly approached by people who ask for explanations, and who 
sometimes explicitly ask them how they can be baptized.” 

Click Here to Read the Full Story from Our Sunday Visitor  
 

 

 

 

Support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal! 

  

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGPzrd5m2t0fpHoBWG1h3ORNT5tiCeivbvnaTw7D4J2TwRI_m4X9FamqtmFjPrK4HoZoonlkL97AbX4dw0CBY2E4ExcOqJTxMHBzrnmC_jwYVYBYuaT4OAuodU8MPlWPiwMveq4PA_WZCaC0dPCQgb4MVTpUbMLxHnUWMgPe0KyRJHYyZEN7v4zg_JXFTJqmq8YmRxvO3uyNrHpklUxN2AWz5X4ylQUp1G5pRazsfCrPEZw_qXFrtng0yiDXWjmwP2_2DrearuKUk-2v5k-yrbZ8=&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==


Click Here to Answer 'Our Call to Serve' Today!  
 

 

 

 

 

   

Follow us on Social Media...  
 

         
 

Diocese of Scranton 

300 Wyoming Avenue,  
Scranton, PA 18503-1279 

(570) 207-2238 

www.dioceseofscranton.org 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGFOeoGaIIAYS17O9mZNX3oW33mMIR_vyPyLhparJot4VjIq5P_FcY5mKhMWD_B94zxN7ohjJxzLOfdgaLVEWbCC0dwZ_iwJORyUoYugFXwpJbiMAQY0mYX29XhO0Ea4CKHZ1do_HdSkJsXGr5YDYMIxgxWjt2DPShw==&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGJGD6rigRRe8BLcd3585XxidafP_Rqy7eMLtrNOi0Vu2v0fdypIukXnS0SluGPzSGk2jufr0pNpM_9klFdK2OYlPANOe8L1zhnQjCdmnvwSD-69wxDyoRjuQfPOS-8ESFA==&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGKsFIyxoqN4kHfZF1gDYroyBQPMkFlE_obJT_FLEv2B1Fhki7Om9N7AXLggxTIpmQNZWZldBYJKyUXRjCz-ADwUpzcg3xKtr3v3Gzh0d3_e9&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGAUY32IPEsjXYw8Fw9qfiuPq3bvhsLVZNzNXrXLPFVmbIktk29ya94VC1qED9ewS8iZL2hUgpJacKhZToAi9Pusg6o5a78-OzYftvlwP9LhgexF7_PUjCjrISvWj9Iu49Q==&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==
https://pypqh5dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HOJzp9x-G9B0xwLAE9t9DyNQpPNFtddCHw8jnZI6S7CBxiHfHXTmGAUY32IPEsjXqbqLA0D7UUXeTO0CJREa85KXUP9xMG8V9os6eJli19Umg7DiQwwKIQBx1Q6at-PHRa0ioiBPAcnAlGrCPwWAKG_Dxv-sNi85EV34CJqXJjU=&c=eOmVmTh3M9jb6ye314IuoswHdO7TIUlEV7OMcpO1eB7SoDnZB2nJMQ==&ch=SyuTVjTUX7bswzZRy-TgPrDM1I1tmgDgc4EFweXbOXfkDlgn5oT7DA==

